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2018 AFCC Alberta Chapter Conference 

March 15 – 16, Edmonton, AB 
 

 

The annual conference of the AB 
Chapter of AFCC was held in 
Edmonton in March. The main 
theme of the 2-day conference 
was Children Who Resist Post-
Separation Contact with a 
Parent.  

Highlighting the conference were 
two well-known speakers, 
Barbara Jo Fidler, PhD and Nick 
Bala, Faculty of Law, Queen’s 
University who, on Day 1, 
addressed the main conference 
theme in great depth based on 
their extensive expertise in this 
area.  

As well as bringing their 
experience to our conference they were also very 
generous with their time in responding to audience 
questions and even stayed to participate in the discussion 
during Day 2 of the conference. One of the most well 
recognized publications of these two keynote speakers is 
Children Who Resist Post-Separation Contact with a 
Parent: A Differential Approach for Legal and Mental 
Health Professionals (2012). Michael Saini PhD, University 
of Toronto is also a co-author. 

 Following the main conference theme the presentations 
on Day 2 focused on issues that we need to consider  

 

when we are obtaining information from children. The 
program began with Nicole Sherren, PhD, Scientific 
Director & Senior Program Officer, AB Wellness Institute, 
who spoke on the Impact of Early Experiences on Brain 
Development, Learning and Health. She reviewed the 
information on current knowledge of brain development 
with discussion of how this might relate to information 
gathering with children. 

A team of presenters then shared their experience and 
expectations regarding Voice of the Child. The 
participants were Hanita Dagan, Registered Psychologist, 
Michelle Karasinski, Lawyer and Madame Justice Debra 
Yungwirth. Their presentations led to much discussion 
and audience response. 

The final presentation of Day 2 was on Interviewing 
Children in High Stress Situations. The presenters were 
John Pearce, PhD. and Terry Pezzot-Pearce, PhD. authors 
of Psychotherapy of Abused and Neglected Children and 
Parenting Assessments: A Practical Guide. Their extensive 
experience interviewing children provided valuable 
insights in the area and the audience was provided with 
an extensive bibliography of current research on child 
interview protocols and components. 

There were 81 registrants for the conference and the 
representation was almost exactly 50/50 for mental 
health professionals and lawyers. Evaluation forms were 
completed and the audience provided very positive 
feedback regarding the presentations as well as an 
abundance of suggestions for topics to be considered for 
the 2019 Annual Conference that will be held in Calgary.  

Check the Alberta Chapter website – details regarding the 
2019 conference will be posted there and updated 
regularly. Be sure to attend – it’s a great opportunity for 
professional discussion and camaraderie. 
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2018 Annual General Meeting - Minutes 

Held at the Matrix Hotel, Edmonton on March 15, 2018 
 
Facilitator: Sharon Smith 
 

1. Sharon welcomed everyone and shared the 
President’s Report, reviewing the highlights of 
the past year.  

2. Sharon presented the financial report.  Greg 
Pickering moved and Sharon Crooks seconded 
that the financial report be accepted as 
presented.  Motion passed. 

3. Tara Fitch moved and Sonja Lusignan seconded 
that the requirement for the annual financial 
audit be waived. Motion passed. 

4. Thanks for past service and good wishes were 
offered to Rebecca Cuthbertson Hulst who has 
finished her term on the Board.   

5. Sharon introduced the Board of Directors, 
including new member Rhyannon O'Heron who 
will fill the vacancy left by Rebecca Cuthbertson 
Hulst.    

6. Eileen Ailon moved and Brandi Smith seconded 
that the Board of Directors be ratified as 
presented.  Motion passed. 

7. Jeff Keller moved and Pat Petrie seconded that 
the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. 

 

 

 

Meet a Board member 

Alberta Chapter’s Newest Board member  
– Rhyannon L. O’Heron 
 

Since joining the AFCC and the 
Alberta Chapter approximately 
2 years ago, I have been an 
active member attending the 
Edmonton Supper Club 
meetings. This past year, I 
worked with members of the 
AFCC Board to organize the 
2018 AFCC Alberta Chapter 
Spring Conference in 
Edmonton. I look forward to the 
opportunity to join the AFCC 
Board. I plan to continue my 

involvement in important ongoing AFCC initiatives and 
would like to develop and explore new opportunities for 
collaboration among the various professionals to further 
develop best practices used in serving the needs of 
children and families involved in the family law justice 
systems. 

I am a lawyer at Gordon Zwaenepoel. I joined the firm in 
2014 and practice exclusively in the area of family law. I 
have experience representing both adults and children in 
the Alberta Courts. I also greatly enjoy assisting clients to 
resolve their family law issues without the need for court 
intervention, through the Collaborative Family Law 
Process.  

I have always had a passion for working with families and 
children. Prior to attending law school and beginning my 
legal career, I obtained a Master’s Degree in Clinical Social 
Work. I worked for a number of years providing 
psychotherapeutic, family mediation, and crisis 
intervention services to children, families, and youths 
presenting with various problems including addiction, 
trauma, and serious and persistent mental illness.  

When I am not working, I enjoy spending time outdoors 
with my partner, our daughter, and our two dogs, as well 
as engaging in various endurance sports activities. 

 

 

ADRIA Survey 
 

You are invited to provide input into Dispute 
Resolution Practitioner designations in Alberta. 

Please take ADRIA’s survey now at: 
 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/ADRdesignations 
 

The survey closes at midnight on Sunday, May 6. 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ADRdesignations
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Upcoming Events 

Edmonton Supper Club 
Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018, 6:00pm – 9:00pm  
at Boston Pizza, 17002 – 90 Avenue, Edmonton 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS:  Ms. Rebecca Bell of Bell Law Chambers 
and Dr. David St. Arnault & Ms. Erin Buhr of Carter Haave 
Vandersteen Bateman Vroon (Soon to be named Glenora 
Registered Psychologists) 
 
TOPIC: Grandparent Issues in Separation & Divorce Cases 
 

Max & Elise Dinner Group, Calgary  
Next Meeting:  
May 23, 2018 
Please contact Elise Lavigne at 
elise@newdirectionsfamilylaw.ca if you would like to be 
included on invitations to the Dinner Group.  

 

Upcoming Conferences 

AFCC 55th Annual Conference  
June 6-9, 2018 
Compassionate Family Court Systems: 
The Role of Trauma-Informed Jurisprudence 
Washington Hilton, Washington, DC 
Register online at www.afccnet.org   

 
 

AFCC 13th Symposium on Child Custody 
November 8-10, 2018 
Guidelines and Standards and Rules, Oh My! 
Denver, Colorado 
Register online at www.afccnet.org   

 
 
 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT OUR UPCOMING EVENTS AND CONFERENCES 
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